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This is UNEVALUATED Information

1. The headquarters of the 12th PS Briyg, which was commanded by
Major Engermayer (fnu), was located in Plana (n 50/P 55) prior
to 19 November 1954. Other officers of the brigade were one
Captain Stroleny (fnu) and one Pokorny (fnu), who belon_ed to
the political department. A Soviet major was allegedly assigned
to the brigade headquarters. The Soviet colonel, Bradavka
(vhonetic spelling; fnu), was detached to the border guard
department of the Ministry of the Interior. Stations of other
PS brigades included Decin (N 51/F 56), Karlovy Vary (N 51/P 69),
Cheb (N 51/P 37), Pobezovice (N 51/P 61), Susice (N 50/w 28),
Volary (N 49/Q 55), Ceske Budejovice (0 49/q 96) and Znojmo
(0 49/« 06). Bratislava (P 49/X 99) was the station of the 1llth
Brig.

‘In early October 1954, recruits of
the 19%4 and 1935 classes were inducted and assigned to the

training bpttalion in Chodova Plana, which trained a total of about
90C men for border=guard service. 1 Since about mid-October 1954,
the training battalion had been commanded by Senior Lieutenant

liasek (fnu), who previously commanded the PS battalion in Lesna
(3choenwald, N 50/P 43). Senior Lieutenant Lansky (fnu), who was
previously director of training, was also still in Chodova Plana.
The headquarters of the training battalion was located in the

castle and the troops were quartered in a large twin-hutment and

4 other hutments. Officers of the training battalion still

included Senior Lieutenants Beneda (fnu), Kulhavy (fnu) and Prvaznik
(fnu), and Lieutenants Dvorzak (fnu), .usil (fnu) and Sindelar (fuu).
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Members of the NCO training course were exempt from boruersguard
service, but were fre uently detached as temporary reinforcements
t. units which were committed in the border area. On 4 July 195,
50 soldiers of the training course were detached to the Pavluv
Studenec (Vorder-Paulusbrunn, I 56/P 44) area where Us soldiers

nad been arrested when they crossed the border. On &hother occasion,
an undetermined number of men were detached as reinforcements to

the 3d PS Co in Oldrichov (Ullrichsgruen, N 50/P 46).

After the termination of the NCO training course, tue traiuees

were dispatched to the East uerman border where they helped to

set up a wire-fence obstacle in the sector of the Decin PS

brigade. Priority was given to the construction of this obstacle

in order to prevent Czechs frum crossing the East German boruer.

25X1

Prior to 19 November 19954, the 12th P35 Co was gquartered iu two

enlisted men's hutments and onme officers! hutment in Neuwindiscu_radd

(5250,P 33). | | 25X1
for about a year Lieutenant Josef Cejka was company commander.

Leputy company commander was Lieutenant Brazdil (fnu), who was

sresently detached to the 4th Co. The company numbered 2 of.icers,

10 WC0s,and 28 EM and was organized into an undetermined number of

rifles squads, a machine~gun squad and a dog-handler sguaa. Tie

ordiiance of the unit iicluded 1 neavy machiue sun, 3 1irht machine

Luas, 30 submachine [uns, 29 rifles, 2 recoilless rifles and an

undetermined nucber of hand _renades. Each soldier g8
aSa. I Uit alse had two riding aorses ana tShree horges. \
The secto: of the company extended from boundary-stcue ® 28 iar

=5 boundary-stoie 14/7. Pifty-two percent of the men of the cuupany

were COuechs, 40 percent were ..oravians, and 6 percent were Slovaks.

e term of active service was 27 umonths, while soldiers of the

army hau to serve a term of 24 months. Soldiers of the army could \

%&o over to the PS troops. Inductionff to tae border—uard tros \
subjeet to yood reports ou the draltee coucerneu by the :

aational ¢ommittem of his place of residence and the workers! x\

council of his exployer. Regulax soldiers of tue .12th Co uad to

¢ ¥ uours patrol service and wgreceive 3 Lours iastruction. \\

Tiey were iven © hours rest wud 5 nours spare time. Once o ..outii,

2ii members of the company had to take pert in a record practice

%t t.e infantry range near the billets. All scldiers had to [ire

+

wits submachine guns, riflesy,and lignt m=chine guns.

Political incoctrination ol the border=guard troops was orgauized

as iollows: companies and battalions had de .uties for .olitical A
zilairs (castupce Jeci liticke = 4VP), the brigade had a political
Je.urtment (Politike Oddeleni Jrigady = POB), emd #n Prague was

tie volitical administrative agency of the boxder-—gusrd troops

(Politicka Sprave Pohrarnicni gtraze = PS PS) whose head Was /\
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Lieutenant Colonel Pimpara (fru). One deneral leman (fnu) was
connected with political indoctriuation. 2

Jomment. In the Tall of 1954, members of the 1935 class 25X'{
were ‘nducted under a decree by tne N0 which, effective [frow the ]
rall ol 19%4, lowered the age of iuduction by another year. Tuis '
colicy was already set down in the Natiomal Jefeumse Act, dated i
2% iarch 1949. Implementing ordiunances were ayparently published \

by the LNO from time to time. With the induction of the 19=-yeare

oldgandy perhapsy even a portion of the lS—-yearg—olch, the lowes‘t’\\-.\"\ X \
vracticdble age limit has been reached. It is undetermined what

measures the Cyech Government will take when, starting about

the fall of 1956, only one class a year will be subject to induction.
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